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Prophecy is one of the most exciting, relevant, 
and yet misunderstood topics of our time. We 

cannot ignore the fact that we are living in prophetic 
time. More prophecies are coming to pass right now 
than perhaps any time before us – the ingathering 
of God’s people from the four corners of the globe 
with the help of Gentiles (Isaiah 11:12; 49:22), the 
reestablishment of the Jewish state (Zechariah 8:7–8), 
and the revitalization of the land itself (Isaiah 51:3), 
to mention a few. 

And yet, it is extremely important that we 
understand the true purpose and meaning of 
prophecy so that we can best know how to relate 
God’s Word to our lives.

Many of the prophecies in the Bible were given 
with the purpose of rebuking the nation of Israel, 
and warning them of the consequences if they did 
not return to God. However, we must understand 
that these prophecies were given with love – with a 
desire to help the nation of Israel – and also that they 
were said “within the family.”

Think about your own family situation. There are 
certain things that we might say to family members 
for their own good that we would never say to a 
stranger. In much the same way, the prophets 
spoke with harsh, critical words to the nation of 
Israel as family members, and never intended 
people from other nations to take those words and 
misconstrue them. 

Prophecy I:  
God’s Word To Us

“And afterward, 
 I will pour 

out my Spirit 
on all people. 
Your sons and 
daughters will 

prophesy, 
your old men 

will dream 
dreams, 

your young men  
will see visions.”

— Joel 2:28 
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The same was true when Jesus criticized the Pharisees for their 
hypocritical attitudes, as he did in Matthew 23. He did so out of love 
and the hope that they might change for the better. He spoke as a 
brother to them, as a family member, never intending for his words to 
be used against them, or Jews in general, by others.

Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding of prophecy and its 
purpose, much pain and suffering has ensued. As the church denied 
its Jewish roots, it took the words of the prophets and used them against 
the Jews. The church used the books of the prophets to suggest that 
God had broken His covenant with the Jewish people and had written 
them off for good. This is often referred to as “replacement theology,” 
where Jews and Judaism have been displaced in God’s plan by the 
Church and Christianity. 

The result was millennia of hatred and misunderstanding between 
Christians and Jews. It has been my calling and my life work to reverse 
2,000 years of animosity, misunderstanding, and yes, even fratricide, 
by building bridges of understanding between Christians and Jews. 

I believe that we have made great strides in breaking down those 
barriers on both sides. Christians are rediscovering the rich and ancient 
Jewish roots of their faith (Romans 11:17–18), and Jews are discovering 
that Bible-believing Christians are their greatest supporters and friends.

As part of this study we will look at the true purpose of prophecy. 
We will reconnect to the Jewish roots of Christianity and understand 
how the prophecies of the Bible are meant to instruct us today. 

The Jewish tradition teaches that in the time of the Messiah, 
prophecy will be a widespread phenomenon. As we read in Joel 2:28, 
“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 
will see visions.” Let’s prepare for that time through our study today.

 Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein 
Founder and President 
International Fellowship of Christians and Jews

6



PROPHECY  I :  GOD ’S  WORD TO  US 

What Is Prophecy?

At its core, prophecy in both the Christian 
and Jewish faith is God communicating 

with people. The idea that God can and does 
communicate with humanity is so important in 
the Jewish faith that Maimonides, a 12th century 
rabbi and one of the greatest Jewish scholars of all 
time, included this idea in his revered 13 principles of 
faith. In principle number 6, Maimonides states: “I 
believe with complete faith that God communicates 
with man through prophecy.”

In the Christian Bible, the Apostle Peter 
reminded the early Christian church of the 
importance of prophecy and its ultimate source, 
when he said, “Above all, you must understand that 
no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had 
its origin in the human will, but prophets, though 
human, spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20–21).

In fact, in the Christian faith, prophecy is 
regarded as one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
According to Paul, who was trained under Jewish 
teachers, prophecy is the greatest gift: “Follow the way 
of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy” (1 Corinthians 14:1).

However, as much as prophecy is an integral part 
of both the Jewish and Christian belief systems, it 
is often misunderstood. When most people think 
about prophecy, they think about predicting the 
future. But this is not the main purpose of prophecy 
at all. Rather, the point of prophecy is to help people 
stay on course. Through the prophets, God spoke 
to a person or a nation in order to inspire, rebuke, 
guide, or enlighten.

The role of a prophet was not to predict the 
future. It was to shake people up, to open their eyes 
to the truth, and help them see what they needed to 
do. Sometimes this was accomplished by foretelling 
the future. For example, Isaiah was sent to describe 

“I make known 
the end from the 

beginning, 
 from ancient 
times, what is 
still to come. 

I say, ‘My 
purpose will 
stand, and I 

will do all that 
I please.’”

— Isaiah 46:10 
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“I make known 
the end from the 

beginning, 
 from ancient 
times, what is 
still to come. 

I say, ‘My 
purpose will 
stand, and I 

will do all that 
I please.’”

— Isaiah 46:10 

the messianic era in order to encourage people and assure them that there 
will be a reward for obedience and a good ending to human history. 
(Read Isaiah chapters 54–66.)

At the same time, Isaiah (Chapter 58) was sent to rebuke the people, 
telling them that their fasts were not effective since the ritual had become 
empty instead of leading people to a “true fast” — feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, and comforting the needy. Jeremiah was sent to 
foretell the destruction of the Temple so that the people might mend 
their ways (starting in Jeremiah chapter 1). And the prophet Samuel 
was sent simply to relay the message to Saul that God wanted him to 
go to battle against Amalek (1 Samuel 15).

And in the Christian Bible, Paul reminded the church in Corinth 
that “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort” (1 Corinthians 14:3). 

As we can see, prophecy has many purposes, but how is prophecy 
relevant to us today?

First, we must understand that according to Jewish tradition, there 
were 1.2 million prophets in history, but only prophecies that had eternal 
significance were written down for posterity. That means that every 
prophecy in the Bible contains a meaningful message for us today.

The second idea to remember is that when it comes to predictions 
in prophecy, we must tread very lightly. We cannot suppose for one 
moment that anyone can fully understand God’s plan for the future. 
As we read in Isaiah 55:8, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways…” There are many ways that God’s plan and 
promises can unfold. 

Prophecy in the Jewish tradition is about God’s providence, not 
predictions. Jews don’t look forward and say such-and-such will happen 
in this exact way. Rather, we look back and see God’s footsteps. We 
marvel at how history has unfolded just as God promised it would in 
the Bible, and find comfort in knowing that while we might not know 
God’s plan, we know He has a plan – and everything is happening 
exactly as it should be. 

At the same time, we can listen to the ancient words of the prophets 
and find guidance relevant to what we should be doing today. In fact, 
many prophecies were written especially for the very time we are living 
through now. The prophets of old were speaking to us, to the generation 
of today.
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PROPHECY  I :  GOD ’S  WORD TO  US 

Hearing God’s Word

Imagine that there was a person you could go 
to with any problem, any physical ailment, or 

spiritual impediment that you might be facing, 
and that person would give you advice that was 
100  percent accurate, emanating from Divine 
wisdom. You would walk away confident that you 
had the tools to solve any problem in your way. 
This was what it was like in biblical times when 
prophecy flourished. 

People didn’t go to a doctor when they were 
sick; they went to a prophet. They wouldn’t go 
to a psychologist if they had disharmony in their 
home; they went to the prophet. Prophets were there 
to provide a person with the wisdom of God and 
perfect direction on how to fix anything in their 
lives so long as they were willing to follow what the 
prophet told them.

According to Jewish tradition, prophecy as a 
common phenomenon ceased after the destruction 
of the first Holy Temple some 23 centuries ago. It 
continued in a smaller capacity through the 70-year 
exile and the return to the Holy Land. Yet, some years 
after the beginning of the Second Temple period, 
530 BCE, prophecy literally ceased altogether.

Still, Maimonides’ principle that God speaks 
to man remains true, albeit in a different form. 
Since the time of prophecy there is another type 
of supernatural wisdom called Ruach HaKodesh, 
meaning “Divine Inspiration” or “spirit of the 
holiness,” which remains accessible today. In the 
Christian Bible, Jesus promised his followers that 
God would send them the Holy Spirit to guide and 
help them: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said 
to you” (John 14:26). 

Throughout the last two millennia until today, 
Jews believe that the Ruach HaKodesh rests among 
the most righteous men and women among us. 

We also have 
the prophetic 

message as 
something 
completely 

reliable, and you 
will do well to 

pay attention to 
it, as to a light 

shining in a dark 
place, until the 
day dawns and 

the morning 
star rises in 
your hearts. 
— 2 Peter 1:19
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These holy souls are said to write books intended to shed wisdom and 
knowledge from the Holy Spirit, to advise others through the Spirit, 
and to know things beyond the natural means through the Holy Spirit. 
With Ruach HaKodesh, people have been able to know future events, 
past events that they had no other way of knowing, and see deep into 
a person’s soul.

The Jewish sages also taught that every day God’s voice emanates 
from Sinai calling us to return to the ultimate truth found in the Torah. 
However, as one rabbi asked, what’s the point of the voice if nobody 
hears it? The answer is that we do hear it, even if we are not fully 
conscious of it or always obedient to what we hear.

Right now there is Italian music playing in whatever room we’re 
sitting in. There is also hip hop music and news broadcasting at the 
same time. We can’t hear it if we don’t have a radio that is tuned to the 
proper station, but nonetheless, it is there. 

In the same way, God is always talking to us. The question is are we 
tuned into what He is saying? Sometimes we will hear God’s voice in 
the form of a gut feeling, a strong urge to say or do something, or just 
a gentle knowing of how we might solve the problem at hand. 

God sends us messages through everything we see throughout our 
day, at times through the people He brings into our lives, and through 
everything that we experience every day. They are guidance from God 
that we can benefit from greatly if we are both aware and open to 
receiving His messages to us. 

And it goes without saying that studying God’s Word in the 
Bible is the best way we can obtain Divine guidance at any time. In 
Deuteronomy 11:13, we read: “if you faithfully obey the commands I am 
giving you today…” In Hebrew this verse literally reads: “If you listen, 
you will listen to the commands I am giving you today.” 

The sages understood that the double usage of the words “listen” 
teaches us that if we truly listen with all our heart we will hear the 
directions God gives to us today so that we might live lives that honor 
God and fulfill our greatest potential.

As Paul instructed his young disciple, Timothy, in the Christian 
Bible, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
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PROPHECY  I :  GOD ’S  WORD TO  US 

Prophecies Unfolding 
Before Our Eyes

Over 3,000 years ago the Torah made some bold 
predictions, promises that seemed impossible 

to come to pass. The Bible claimed that if the Jewish 
people were not obedient to God He would expel 
them from the land of Israel and “scatter you among 
the nations” (Leviticus 26:33). This is exactly what 
happened to the nation of Israel, which was exiled 
to all four corners of the globe. 

Yet, astonishingly God also promised that 
though they would be dispersed and persecuted, 
they would also return to the land. In Jeremiah 31:8, 
God promised, “See, I will bring them from the land 
of the north and gather them from the ends of the 
earth…a great throng will return.” 

No other nation in the world has been exiled 
from its land and survived to return to it. The Jewish 
people have done it not once, but twice – the first 
after a 70-year Babylonian exile (see Ezra 1:1–11), and 
the second after nearly two millennia! These things 
are not happenstance. They are the hand of God as 
prophesied in the Bible.

This is what we mean when we say that we can 
look at the promises and predictions in the Bible 
and appreciate prophecies coming alive today. 
Those prophecies, and so many more like them, 
are especially for our generation. The moment we 
open our eyes and see that God is bringing about one 
promise after the other, it enlightens us to the fact 
that we are living in extremely spiritually significant 
times, and inspires us to do our part in the process 
we are witnessing. The prophet Amos said, “The days 
are coming…” Those days are now!

In 1867, Mark Twain visited the Holy Land. This 
is what he saw: “…A desolate country…given over 
wholly to weeds…a silent mournful expanse…Even 
the olive tree and the cactus, those fast friends of 
a worthless soil, had almost deserted the country.” 

“The days are 
coming,” declares 

the Lord, “when 
the reaper will 

be overtaken by 
the plowman and 

the planter by 
the one treading 

grapes. New wine 
will drip from the 

mountains and 
flow from all the 
hills, and I will 

bring my people 
Israel back from 
exile. They will 

rebuild the ruined 
cities and live in 
them. They will 
plant vineyards 
and drink their 
wine; they will 

make gardens and  
eat their fruit.” 
— Amos 9:13–14
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The land that Mark Twain saw was the way that the land had looked 
for more than 2,000 years.

As foretold in the Bible, once the children of Israel were exiled, the 
land ceased to blossom: “I myself will lay waste the land, so that your 
enemies who live there will be appalled” (Leviticus 26:32). Every great 
empire in the world tried to settle and revive the land of Israel from 
the time the Jews were exiled until their return, but they couldn’t. 
Yet, miraculously, today, the land of Israel has been transformed into 
a virtual garden of Eden as foretold by the prophet Ezekiel: “But you, 
mountains of Israel, will produce branches and fruit for my people Israel, 
for they will soon come home” (36:8).

More importantly, how are we reacting to these prophetic times?
God has given us the ability to know that we are in important times 

and He has given us the opportunity to participate in bringing these 
prophecies to complete fruition. Those words written so many years 
ago were not written to impress us with God’s omniscience, but rather 
to impress upon us the importance of the time we live in and to cause 
us to act on that knowledge in fulfilling God’s plan for His world.
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PROPHECY  I :  GOD ’S  WORD TO  US 

think about it…
1. In our study, we looked at some prophecies that have 

come to pass in our times. How does this recognition 
influence your faith in prophecies yet to be fulfilled?

2. If there were a verified prophet alive today and you 
could ask him or her one question, what would it be? 
Why?

3. How have the prophecies of the Bible influenced your 
life? Can you identify one prophecy in particular that 
guides or inspires you the most?

4. Read Psalm 19. What are some ways that you can get 
in touch with your own connection to God’s voice?

5. Jewish tradition teaches that everything we see and 
experience each day contains messages from God. As 
your day concludes today, think about what messages 
God might have been sending you.

6. How might you serve as a partner in bringing God’s 
promises and prophecies to complete fruition in 
our times?
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apply it…
1. THE PROPHECIES. Isaiah was sent to speak words 

of prophecy thousands of years ago. In Isaiah 58:7 
the prophet spoke this message from God: “…share 
your food with the hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelter – when you see the naked, 
to clothe them…” How might you integrate this 
message into your life today?

2. KEEP A JOURNAL. There are things that we see or 
experiences that make an impact on us every day. 
Each day write down some of the most compelling 
aspects of your day and notice if there are 
any patterns.

3. BE A PARTNER. God said that He would bring the 
children of Israel home, that the land would blossom, 
and that He would comfort His people. Join us at 
The Fellowship, www.ifcj.org, as we do our part in 
bringing these prophecies about.

4. LOOK FOR GOD’S FOOTSTEPS. How many biblical 
prophecies can you find unfolding in the world today? 
Take some time to read God’s Word on future events 
and see just how many prophecies match up with 
events of the last century.

5. LISTEN FOR AN ANSWER. Read 1 Samuel 3:7–11 
and 1 Kings 19:12. Whether we call it the Holy Spirit 
or Divine Inspiration, when we ask God a question, if 
we are still and silent, we just may “hear” the answer 
we are seeking.
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In Maimonides’ 13 principles of faith, the 
12th-century rabbi and scholar wrote, “I believe 

with complete faith in the coming of the Messiah, 
and even though he may delay, nevertheless I 
anticipate every day that he will come.” In many ways, 
for the Jewish people, the End of Days are all days. 
We believe, and have believed for centuries, that the 
Messiah might appear on any given day.

According to Jewish tradition, one of the first 
questions a person is asked after they pass away is, 
“Did you anticipate redemption?” In other words: 
Did you long for and look out for the Messiah? Were 
you on the lookout for the End of Days? 

In that spirit, over the centuries many Jews have 
slept with a small packed bag under their beds so 
that if the Messiah arrived they would be ready to 
greet him immediately. Elderly Jews slept with their 
canes next to their beds so they, too, wouldn’t miss 
this momentous occasion. 

If you visit the city of Safed in Israel, you may hear 
about the old woman who lived next to an alley said 
to be part of the path the Messiah will take upon 
his arrival. She had a piece of cake and something 
to drink ready for him every day, just in case that 
day was the day.

Clearly, Jews are very much focused on and eager 
for the arrival of the Messiah. Yet, the Talmud, 
Judaism’s Oral Tradition, teaches that if you are in 
the middle of planting a tree and someone tells you 

Prophecy II:  
God’s Word On the End of Days

“But you, Daniel, 
roll up and seal 

the words of 
the scroll until 
the time of the 
end. Many will 

go here and 
there to increase 

knowledge.” 
— Daniel 12:4 
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that the Messiah has arrived, you are to first finish planting the tree and 
then go out to greet him. Why? 

Planting a tree signifies planning — doing what we need to do now 
so that we can make the world a better place until the Messiah arrives. 
The idea is that while we must anticipate the End of Days, we must 
also be firmly planted in the present and continue to live godly lives. In 
the Christian Bible, the Apostle Peter taught this principle to the early 
church, “The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind 
so that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply…” (1 Peter 4:7–8). 

With that said, as world events unfold, we must question if perhaps 
the very days we are living in right now are, indeed, different from other 
times in history. Is there an end time — a time by which the Messiah 
must arrive and the world as we know it must change? Moreover, if so, 
is there reason to speculate that we are living through those times now?

In this study we look at prophecies in the Bible that tell us about 
the End of Days. 

Together, we will explore both Jewish and Christian teachings on the 
End of Days, and examine the signs that we might be living through 
them now. Together, we will explore the times we are witnessing and 
how we can best prepare as Christians and Jews for the much-awaited 
Messiah.

 Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein 
Founder and President 
International Fellowship of Christians and Jews
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PROPHECY  I I :  GOD ’S  WORD ON THE  END OF  DAYS 

A New Beginning

For all the attention that the End of Days gets, 
it would be appropriate for us also to consider 

what might happen after the “end.” Isn’t it true that 
after every end comes a new beginning?”

The Jewish sages provide us with a wonderful 
perspective on viewing the events predicted to occur 
at the end of time to help prepare us for what is to 
come. They liken the trials and tribulations that will 
occur during the End of Days to birthing pains. 
Jesus described the events of the End Times in the 
Christian Bible in the following way, “All these are 
the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:8), echoing 
what the prophet Hosea alluded to in Hosea 13:13 
when he wrote: “Pains as of a woman in childbirth 
come to him…”

My daughters tell me a woman is able to 
withstand the pain of childbirth because she focuses 
on the beautiful baby that will result from all her 
suffering. The mother’s knowledge that soon she will 
hold this baby in her arms gives her the strength 
to push that baby out so that the pain will end and 
the joy of new life can begin. We’ve all heard the 
concept of Armageddon — an End of Days scenario 
where there is much death and destruction. It has 
its roots in Ezekiel chapters 38–39, which speaks 
of the war of Gog and Magog. God said: “And it 
will come to pass at the same time, when Gog comes 
against the land of Israel…that My fury will show 
in My face” (Ezekiel 38:18, NKJV). The Christian 
Bible also mentions this last great battle when, 
according to the Apostle John’s prophecy, in the 
final days Satan will be released from prison and 
“will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners 
of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them 
for battle” (Revelation 20:8). 

This war is shrouded in mystery, and Judaism 
allows for many interpretations of what this war may 
look like, including the possibility that we may avoid 
it altogether. Among those interpretations, some say 

“Your sun will 
never set again, 
and your moon 

will wane 
no more;  

the LORD will be 
your everlasting 
light, and your 
days of sorrow 

will end.”
— Isaiah 60:20
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that the war will be physical in nature, similar to the Armageddon 
scenario mentioned above. To that end, the sages wrote, “When you 
see nations fighting each other, look toward the Redemption.” Others 
maintain that it will be a spiritual war fought within every individual. 
The Talmud explained: “when you see a generation overwhelmed by 
many troubles as by a river, await him [the Messiah].”

In short, we are not sure how the “end” will play out. However, we 
do know much about what our new beginning will look like. Both Jews 
and Christians look to a redeemed world where everything is new. The 
promise of a new heaven and new earth can be found in Isaiah 65:17, 2 
Peter 3:13, and Revelation 21:1. We know that there will be world peace, 
as we read in Isaiah 2:4, “They will beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against 
nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” In the Christian Bible, in 
the book of Revelation, the Apostle John described this new world as 
a place where God Himself will dwell and where “There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away” (Revelation 21:4).

We know that all people will recognize the one true God, as we read 
in Isaiah 2:2, “In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be 
established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to it.” Again, the Apostle John described the 
new temple in the book of Revelation as a place where “The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor 
into it” (Revelation 21:24). 

No longer will people make material matters their main pursuit, 
but connecting to God and understanding Him will be their main 
occupation. As we read in Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

Some sages maintain that the messianic era will be unlike anything 
we can imagine, while others maintain that the world will be exactly as 
it is now with the exception of world peace and global recognition of 
God. Of course, even if world peace and a global recognition of the one 
true God were the only differences, they would be such monumental 
changes that they would completely alter the destiny of humanity.

The prophet Isaiah painted a beautiful word picture of this time for us:  
 The wolf will live with the lamb,  
  the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
 the calf and the lion and the yearling together;  
  and a little child will lead them. — Isaiah 11:6 

May that day come soon! 
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PROPHECY  I I :  GOD ’S  WORD ON THE  END OF  DAYS 

Is There an End Time?

The Talmud tells a story about Rabbi Yehoshuah 
that occurred nearly 2,000 years ago. The rabbi 

was communicating with Elijah the prophet. He 
asked Elijah when the Messiah would come. Elijah 
suggested that Rabbi Yehoshuah ask the Messiah 
himself, and gave him directions on where to find 
him. Rabbi Yehoshuah did indeed find the Messiah 
and asked his question: “When will you come?” The 
Messiah replied, “Today!”

However, the Messiah did not come on that 
particular day, and when Rabbi Yehoshuah next 
talked with Elijah, he complained that the Messiah 
lied to him. “He told me that he would come today!” 
the rabbi explained. “He told you the truth!” claimed 
Elijah. “He will come today: ‘Today, if only you would 
hear his voice…’” (Psalm 95:7). 

This story speaks to one of Judaism’s strongly held 
beliefs: that human beings can influence the coming 
of the Messiah. In Judaism, it is a fundamental belief 
that our good deeds and obedience will bring the 
time of the Messiah closer. However, does that mean 
that we are destined to wait and wait until we get it 
right? Can this waiting go on forever?

In the Jewish tradition, there most definitely is 
the concept of a final end. It is first mentioned in 
Genesis 49:1, when Jacob was on his deathbed. We 
read: “Then Jacob called for his sons and said: ‘Gather 
around so I can tell you what will happen to you in 
days to come.’” Those “days to come” are understood 
to mean the end of this world; in other words, the 
advent of the messianic era. 

Most Jewish commentators believe that Jacob 
wanted to reveal the date by which the Messiah 
must come, but God made him forget it so that he 
would not reveal the secret. Others maintain that 
Jacob did reveal the time, but that it is encoded 
in the verses that follow. Either way, this passage 
is considered an indication that the concept of an 
End of Days does exist.

“As for you, go 
your way till the 

end. You will 
rest, and then 

at the end of the 
days you will 
rise to receive 
your allotted 
inheritance.” 
— Daniel 12:13
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The Christian Bible also clearly refers to the End Times. In 
Matthew 24, Jesus described many of the signs indicating that the 
End Times were approaching, with references to wars, earthquakes, 
famines, false messiahs, and prophets. But he also made it clear that 
no one – “not even the angels in heaven” – knows when that hour or 
day will come (Matthew 24:36). In fact, in the Christian tradition, 
there is an entire branch of theology known as eschatology, which is 
the study of what the Bible says is going to happen in the End Times. 
Depending on the denomination, there are different approaches to 
understanding the events of the final days and when they will occur 
based on interpretation of biblical prophecies. 

Judaism also allows for multiple End of Days scenarios. For example, 
Isaiah 60 describes the messianic period, and at its conclusion, we read: 
“I am the Lord; in its time I will do this swiftly” (Isaiah 60:22). The 
first possibility for the Messiah’s arrival is “in its time,” a predestined 
time by which the Messiah must come no matter what. The other 
possibility is “I will do this swiftly,” meaning God will bring the Messiah 
immediately if we are deserving, and therefore, his coming is not bound 
by a predetermined time.

The sages explain further: If the Messiah comes at the pre-determined 
date, he will come “lowly and riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). In the 
Christian faith, this passage is considered an example of prophecy that 
Jesus fulfilled when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey and was hailed 
as king. In Judaism, however, this passage is seen as meaning that the 
messianic era will be ushered in through a slow, painful process that 
will involve much confusion and suffering. It will appear to many as 
though God does not exist at all or is “asleep at the wheel,” though we 
know that God neither sleeps nor slumbers (Psalm 121:4). 

Jews believe that if we are deserving of the Messiah at an earlier 
date, he will arrive as described in Daniel 7:13, “coming with the clouds 
of heaven.” If this is the situation, the Messiah will arrive with joy and 
mercy, with miracles and wonder. 

According to Jewish thought, the Messiah will arrive no matter what. 
But how we make the transition to the next phase of human history is 
largely up to us. If we as a people return to God in repentance, we can 
bring about a joyful and peaceful transition instead of the opposite. In 
either scenario, Judaism encourages us to be personally ready for His 
coming as though He might arrive at any moment. 

Likewise, in the Christian Bible, Jesus urged his followers to be ready 
for the End Times by living obediently and caring for others: “Therefore 
keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come” 
(Matthew 24:42). 
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Signs of the Times

There is a growing feeling among both Christians 
and Jews that we are in what Judaism calls the 

ikvata d’meshicah, “the footsteps of the Messiah.” It is 
a term borrowed from Psalm 89:51 – “the taunts with 
which your enemies, Lord, have mocked, with which 
they have mocked every step of your anointed one” – 
and is a reference to the time period immediately 
before the coming of the Messiah, when we are so 
close that we can “hear” his footsteps approaching. 
It is a time that many believe we are in right now. 

In the Jewish tradition, there are numerous signs 
that identify this time period. Some are based on 
biblical prophecies, and others have been passed 
down through the Oral Tradition for generations. 

Perhaps there is no greater sign that we are in the 
End Times than the ingathering of the exiles and 
the restoration of Israel after nearly 2,000 years. In 
fact, the Talmud states explicitly that when we see 
the Lost Tribes of Israel coming back to Israel, we 
can be sure that the end is near.

Consider that in the last few decades, we have 
found the tribe of Manasseh in India, and they 
have come home to Israel. We have found the 
tribe of Dan in Ethiopia, and they, too, have made 
Israel their home. We are constantly discovering 
groups from far off places who believe that they are 
descendants of the ancient Hebrews. Miraculously, 
they are resurfacing now and coming back to their 
roots, back to Israel. 

The very fact that Israel exists after two millennia 
of exile is another indication of the End of Days. 
In the book of Amos, God promised: “I will bring 
my people Israel back from exile. They will rebuild the 
ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards 
and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat 
their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never 
again to be uprooted from the land I have given them” 
(Amos 9:14-15).

“For the 
revelation 
awaits an 

appointed time; 
it speaks of the 

end and will 
not prove false. 

Though it linger, 
wait for it; it 
will certainly 
come and will 

not delay.”
— Habakkuk 2:3

21



INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS  |  IFCJ.ORG 

“For the 
revelation 
awaits an 

appointed time; 
it speaks of the 

end and will 
not prove false. 

Though it linger, 
wait for it; it 
will certainly 
come and will 

not delay.”
— Habakkuk 2:3

The prophet Zephaniah also spoke of the day when the Hebrew 
language would be revived: “For at that time I will change the speech of 
the peoples to a pure speech” (Zephaniah 3:9, ESV). That pure speech 
is Hebrew. No other ancient language on earth has ever been revived. 
A hundred years ago, Hebrew was all but dead — forgotten over the 
centuries of exile. Today it is the spoken language of modern Israel. 

In Isaiah 35:1-2, Isaiah prophesied: “The desert and the parched land 
will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will 
burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.” As promised, 
Israel has been transformed from a barren wilderness into a beautiful 
and fruitful land. The Talmud teaches that when the land of Israel is in 
bloom once again, this also is a sure sign that the redemption is near.

Undoubtedly, the Messiah’s footsteps are getting closer and growing 
louder. However, no one can say for sure if redemption will come next 
week, in a year, or in decades. In the Christian Bible, the Apostle Peter 
reminded the early church, “But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief ” (2 Peter 3:10).

Christianity and Judaism both encourage us to anticipate the 
Messiah’s coming by concentrating on being godly people and doing 
acts of kindness. In so doing, we will hasten the end so that we may 
start our new beginning. As Peter instructed in the Christian Bible, 
“Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the 
day of God and speed its coming” (2 Peter 3:11–12). 
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think about it…
1. What will the messianic era look like to you based 

on all we have learned together, and what you may 
have learned in your own Bible study?

2. What is one aspect of the messianic era that you 
anticipate the most?

3. How might you live differently if you knew for sure 
that we are living in the End Times and that the 
Messiah would arrive this week?

4. God placed each of us in the world at this time for a 
reason. What might be the reason that you are living 
at this time? What contribution can you personally 
make to our world during these times?

5. Nations spend trillions of dollars on war and on 
being prepared for war. How might our world be 
different with peace? 
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apply it…
1. PARTNER IN PROPHECY. Help fulfill biblical 

prophecy by supporting The Fellowship’s On Wings 
of Eagles program to bring Jews home to Israel.

2. SEE CHALLENGES AS TESTS. Whatever challenges 
you may be facing currently, try to see them as tests 
crafted just for you during the End of Days. Consider 
how that might affect the way you approach 
difficulties in your life.

3. READ THE BIBLE. Study the prophecies in the Bible 
concerning the End of Days. Allow these words to 
motivate and inspire you. We are living in amazing 
times. Let that excite you and guide your actions.

4. GET READY. While some people are preparing for 
the “end of the world” by stockpiling canned food 
and weapons, the Jewish and Christian traditions 
teach that the way to prepare for messianic times 
is by doing good and living godly lives. Prepare by 
improving yourself a bit each day.

5. LIVE WITH URGENCY. Many people live with a 
nagging feeling that they should take a certain 
action, reach out to a particular person, or make 
a serious life change. If, indeed, the End of Days is 
near, the time to take action is now! Don’t wait until 
later to do what you know you should be doing now.
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Prophecy is one of the most exciting, relevant, and yet misunderstood topics of 
our time. We cannot ignore the fact that we are living in prophetic time. More 

prophecies are coming to pass right now than perhaps any time before us, and 
yet it is extremely important that we understand the true purpose and meaning 
of prophecy so that we can best know how to relate God’s Word to our lives.
In this study we will first look at the true purpose of prophecy. We will reconnect 
to the Jewish roots of Christianity and understand how the prophecies of the 
Bible are meant to instruct us today. Next, we will look at how prophecy relates 
to the End Times from both Jewish and Christian perspectives. Together, we will 
explore the times we are witnessing and how we can best prepare as Christians 
and Jews for the much-awaited Messiah.
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